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PROPERTY — FOREIGN PURCHASER SURCHARGE 

383. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Several members interjected. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: You are a fine Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: I’m a soft touch! 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: During the election campaign, the Premier proposed a new tax on foreign property investors. 
Given the slowness in the housing market and the need to create jobs, will the Premier now commit to ruling out 
this tax on new foreign investors? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
What the Leader of the Opposition is saying is that he is encouraging me to break an election promise. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, please! You have asked a question. Let the Premier answer it. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: On the one hand they argue “Don’t break election promises”, and then in the first question 
before the state budget is handed down they indicate — 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the first time; and anyone else who interjects 
when a question is being asked today will be called to order. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The day before the budget is handed down, in the first question they encourage me to break 
an election promise. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The government took a policy to the state election on the foreign purchaser surcharge. The 
budget will be handed down tomorrow. It might be interesting for members to note that such a surcharge applies 
in New South Wales, Victoria and Queensland on property transactions. 

Ms L. Mettam interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse, I call you to order for the first time; and I will keep doing it, and I do not 
care how many members will have to leave the clamber. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: That is four times now while I am trying to answer the first question. 

The SPEAKER: I realise that, Premier. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The fact of the matter is that we took a policy to the election that reflected the arrangement 
that is in place in the three major eastern states and that raises significant revenue in the eastern states. I merely 
make the point that the burden of fixing the problem created by the Liberal and National Parties needs to be shared 
across the community. One element of the community that we expect should share the burden is foreign property 
purchasers. The debt and the deficit that we were left with is one of the worst examples of debt and deficit and 
slovenly financial management in the history of this country, and it will take some considerable effort on the part 
of this government, and I suspect consequent governments for a serious period of time, to deal with the legacy that 
the Liberals and Nationals left. 
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